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Together in Europe - an introduction 

In late January 2009 some teachers, 
who  had  never  met  each  other 
before, from four different schools in 
four countries met in Bad Nenndorf 
for  a  preparatory  meeting  for  a 
multilateral  Comenius  project.  After 
some  emails  you  sit  together  with 
people  you do not  really  know and 
within  a  short  time-span  of  three 
days you have to decide whether you 
can cooperate with those present and 
develop  an  idea  and  a  plan  for  a 
project that will have to work for two 
years. Then you still have to fill in the 
extensive  application  form  required 
by the European Commission and the 
national  agencies  to  receive  the 
necessary funding.  

When  we  started  TIE  the  general 
idea  was  to  think  about  influences 
from  outside  Europe,  our  way  of 
seeing or  recognising them and the 
way they  actually  influence  us.  The 
big idea behind it is that if  there is 
something like a European identity it 
must  also  be  formed  by  outer 
influences  that  most  European 
countries  face  in  a  similar  way. 
During  the  preparatory  meeting, 
however,  we  found  out  that  before 
tackling  these  external  aspects  it 
might  be necessary to get  to  know 
each other better and to see if there 
really  is  a  common  ground. 
Therefore,  year  one's  topic  became 
"We  and  our  partners  in  Europe", 

before  tackling  "Europe  and  non-
European  influences"  in  the  second 
year. 

Already  when  designing  the  project 
and its schedule the discussion was 
on the question whether year two's 
topic  was  too  complicated  and  too 
difficult  to grasp because it  focused 
on  feelings  and  impressions.  The 
problem appeared even bigger when 
considering  the  differences  between 
the  partner  schools,  which  would 
make it  difficult  to get results  on a 
similar  level.  These  fears  proved 
partly  correct  and especially  in year 
two it was difficult to come to a joint 
answer  to  the  project's  underlying 
question. That is one of the reasons 
why the  original  plan  for  the  book, 
which was to collect results only, was 
altered  offering  a  documentation  of 
the project itself as well. 

However, in the end you will also find 
that the process of the project itself, 
including  meeting  people,  who  are 
now  friends,  from  other  European 
countries  appears  to  be  far  more 
exciting than simply having texts on 
different topics or coming to a single 
result. 

Everyone on the project learned a lot 
during these two years. For example, 
how difficult it sometimes is to make 
people write or produce a text within 
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the limits of school, a system that is 
not  always easy  to  deal  with  when 
working  on  a  project.  But  on  the 
other hand we also learned how to 
communicate  across  borders 
successfully,  how  to  run  a  project, 
how  to  be  a  guest  in  a  different 
country  and  a  host  to  other 
nationalities  and,  most  importantly, 
we  learned  something  about 
ourselves  while  dealing with  others. 
Probably  these  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  although  this  project 
meant  a  lot  of  work  for  those 
involved we still have got the feeling 
that we got something back and that 
we are together in Europe.  

The  book  is  ordered  roughly 
chronologically  to  give  readers  an 
impression of what we did during the 
project  and  to  display  some results 
that were achieved at the time. The 
respective authors  are  noted at  the 

end of each text. 

We would like to thank the European 
Commission for  funding the project, 
the  national  agencies  for  offering 
assistance, our headmasters and one 
headmistress for enabling the project 
at our schools and allowing everyone 
to travel, all the students involved for 
their  work and commitment,  all  the 
colleagues for working on something 
that  may  not  have  been  their  idea 
initially  and  everyone  else  who 
helped  us  during  the  project 
meetings  and  the  projects  days.  A 
very  special  thanks  goes  to  Niels 
Koblitz  for  proof-reading  this  book 
thoroughly.  
 
Kay Tomhave (GBN),  Delphine Sinou 
(Wilbur  Wright),  Mariusz  Kozłowski  
(Bednarska),  Tony  Mallalieu  (St  
Monica's)
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